IRELAND NORTH AND SOUTH

the belief in fairies dies hard. Not every-
one could see them, but many were quite
sure they had seen them dancing in the
moonlight. One of these fairies was called
the Leprechaun, a little elf who was said
to sit by the wayside dressed in a green
coat and red knee breeches, bending his
brown face over a shoe which he was al-
ways trying to repair. But there was one
sad fairy in Ireland, the Banshee, whose
duty it was to give warning of death by
wailing in the night.

A custom known as "wakeing" the dead
was once common. Friends and relations
would watch the coffin all night, while at
intervals refreshments were passed around
and women mourners would raise a wail
known as keening. This custom has al-
most died out.

The festival of All Hallows' Eve, Oc-
tober 31, is observed in most parts of Ire-
land, where it goes by the name of Holly

Eve. Parties are given at which a kind
of gruel is served in Northern Ireland and
"barmbrack," a kind of dough cake, in
some parts.

It used to be a common belief that the
fairies were very busy on All Hallows'
Eve, and no Irish child would touch a
blackberry after that date, from the be-
lief that the fairies in the course of their
All Hallows' Eve wanderings had cast a
blight on the fruit.

Of all the Irish customs the most beau-
tiful is one connected with Christmas.
During this time Christmas candles, as
long as a human arm and nearly as thick,
are on sale in the shops. In every Cath-
olic household one of these candles is
lighted on Christmas Eve and left to burn
all night. In the country parts, in addi-
tion to the burning candle, the house door
is left open to signify a welcome to the
infant Christ.

IRELAND:  FACTS

THE  WHOLE ISLAND

Island in the Atlantic, west of Great Britain,
from which it is separated by North Channel,
the Irish Sea and St. George's Channel Ter-
ritorially it has long been divided into four
provinces: Ulster with 9 counties; Leinster
with 12; Connacht with 5; and Munster with
6. Politically it has been divided since 1921
into Northern Ireland and Eire. Total area,
31,228 square miles; total population, 4,248,165.

NORTHERN IRELAND

Comprising 6 of the 9 counties of Ulster is
a part of the United Kingdom, but with a con-
siderable measure of self-government. Repre-
sentatives are sent to the British Parliament,
but the local parliament of two houses meets
in Belfast The Cabinet is responsible to Par-
liament, and the King of Great Britain is
represented by a Governor. Area, 5,237 square
miles; population (1937), ' 1,279,752. Capital
and chief city, Belfast, 438,112. Agriculture
is important and oats, flax, hay and potatoes
are raised, besides considerable livestock, but
the principal industries are the manufacture of
linen, t shipbuilding, engineering, rope-making
and distilling. There are 672 miles of railway.
There is no established church, but the major-
ity is Protestant. Queen's University is at
Belfast, and there are secondary, technical
and elementary schools with over 200000
students.

AND  FIGURES

EIRE

Includes Leinster, Minister, Connacht and
3 counties of Ulster. Area, 25,991; popula-
tion (1943), 2,949,713. Since 1922 a self-gov-
erning state of the British Commonwealth of
Nations, but the new constitution, adopted in
June 1937, asserts practical independence. The
constitution provides for a President, elected
by direct vote for 7 years, a Prime Minister,
in whom is vested executive power, and a legis-
lature of two houses. Each of the 27 adminis-
trative counties and the 4 county boroughs has
a County Council for local government. % Agri-
culture and stock-raising are the principal oc-
cupations. The chief crops are hay, potatoes
and other root crops, oats and barley. The
exports are live cattle and other livestock,
wool, meat, butter and eggs. There is a large
brewing industry. Railway mileage, 2,835;
telegraph wire, 21,712; telephone wire, 124,800;
inland waterways, 650 miles. Over go% of
the population is Catholic, but the constitution
guarantees freedom of conscience. Public edu-
cation is provided in elementary and technical
schools. Most secondary schools are under
private control. There are two universities,
the University of Dublin (Trinity College)
and the National University of Ireland, with
constituent colleges at Dublin, Cork and Gal-
way. There are 4 state-aided teachers' colleges.
Principal cities with population (1943): Dublin,
495,074; Cork, 75,484; Limerick, 42,070.
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